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or what do we love more? Possessions?
Jesus?
Upon hearing Jesus’ command, our face
might fall, like the man with many
possessions. Somehow it might be
easier to simply follow a set of rules, to
carry out the dictates of the law. For us,
it might be easier to attend Liturgy each
week, including holy days. But Jesus
demands more than that. He wants a
complete and total commitment of the
individual. And with this man, Jesus
seems to know that for him, the one
thing holding him back is his wealth. So
Jesus invites him to discard it.

THE 28TH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
From Father Robert
How many of us have wished to meet
Jesus? Or to have been one of His
followers? Or perhaps, like today’s
gospel, simply to have been able to ask
Jesus a question? The man who does,
receives a loving look from Jesus. It
even sounds like Jesus admired the
goodwill of this person, who desired
eternal life. The questioner has followed
all of the commandments. He is in right
standing with the law. But he feels there
is more. Jesus, in turn, gives him a
challenge that he gave to no other
person. Namely, Jesus tells him to sell
his many possessions, give the proceeds
to the poor, and then follow Him.
Now the burden falls back to the man,
for he has many possessions. Will he
choose to let go of the possessions and
follow Jesus? We know that he did not.
Instead, he clung to his possessions. He
loved them more than he wanted to
follow Jesus. And this is a warning shot
to all who would follow Jesus. Whom

As mentioned above, it is critical to keep
in mind that this is the only person to
whom Jesus gives this invitation. And it
seems the invite is directed to him
precisely because he has so much
wealth. Jesus goes for the jugular, as it
were. He finds and knows the one thing
keeping the man from following Him,
and zeroes in on it. Can the man discard
his possessions? What does Jesus invite
us to discard?

Each of us likely has something or
another holding us back from a complete
and wholehearted commitment to
following Jesus. For some it might be a
sense of pride and social standing we
receive from our position at work. What
happens when that is gone? What
happens when the job is lost?
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Of course, in the end, at our death, we
take no earthly possessions with us.
What maters more is love, relationships,
care, and concern we have shown to
others. A desperate clinging to that
which is merely passing makes one unfit
to be a follower of Jesus. This week we
are reminded that no earthly possession,
no job title or position, and no status is
anything compared to the relationship
we have with Jesus as one of His
followers.
What challenges does today’s gospel
raise for you personally?





Has your possession of
something of value ever turned
out to be an unhappy,
unsatisfying experience for you?
Have you ever known anyone
like the rich young man in
today’s gospel?
How have our consumer-oriented
culture and society’s emphasis on
winning at all costs diminished
the human spirit?

The Floral Arrangements at the foot of
the crucifix and at the Ambo are placed
to the Glory of God and In Honor of the
45th Anniversary of Marriage of Arnie
and Patty Molina and In Loving
Memory of Georgene Duarte from
Betty, Gary, and Andrew Duarte.

Many thanks to all those who made our
celebration of the Feast of San Lorenzo
Ruiz de Manila such a wonderful
experience. To those who were the
Sponsors for the Liturgy: Antonio,
Rowena, Angelica, and Lisa Marie
Cayaban, Dr. Grace Rivera, Pat and
Villa Serrano, Rey and Carol Dollete,
Dr. Rennie and Janet Roque, Dr.
Jeanette Guerrero, Mr. and Mrs.
Dung Ngo, Rudy and Mancing Ponce,
Reno and Thelma Benasfre, Tony and
Didi Cagulangan, Richard and
Marina Heiy, Susan Aujero, Rollie
Brodie, Alberto and Nenita Aoanan,
Diana Acosta, Ramon and Mercy
Espinosa, Lita Perez, Josie Otto,
Francine Cruz, Alex Soriano, Del de
Dios, Rachel Buyan, Romeo and Edith
Quiambao. To those who donated
financially to make the beautiful floral
arrangement at the Icon possible and the
food for the reception: Antonio,
Rowena, Angelica, and Lisa Marie
Cayaban, Virgil and Nancy Santos,
Bobbie Ocang, Roberto and Vicky
Ancheta, Vangie and Sister Celeste
Parrilla, Cynthia Enrique, Reynie and
Rose Salamanca, Erlinda Titus,
Norma Cardinal, Romy and Edith
Quiambao, Nieves Buclatin, Pablo and
Norma Villegas, Amante and Gloria
Asuncion, Doris Radovan, Nick and
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Lilia Suarez, Estrella Rusk, Crispina
Malonosan, Rudy and Vangie
Fernandez, Jun and Margie Bajet,
Charlie and Cecille Mirano, Al and
Rose Necor, Howard and Hanny
Reingold, Noel and Sheila Fortez,
Sally Padua, Thomas and Stephanie
Catchings, Roy and Judy Quicho,
Belen Farin, Steve and Frances Rojek,
Carol Miller, Mency Osborne, Dora
Pesapane, Ester Dimacali, Marely
Sanggalang, Adolfo de Leon, Lourdes
Lazareto, Teresita Baldovino,
Herminia Lucas, Tess Trinidad, and
Vangie Parrilla. We are deeply grateful
to the members of the Filipino
community for their contribution to the
parish in the amount of $2,407.00 which
was placed in the parish’s General
Operating Account.

The month of October each year is
dedicated to our reflection on
Stewardship of our Time, Talent, and
Treasure. Last week, the members of
our Pastoral Council reflected on the
aspect of Time. Today, the topic is
Talent. Our Thanks to Steve Rojek,
Mark Webster, and Oscar and Zoila
Jovel who are making the presentations
at each of the liturgies. All of this leads
up to Commitment Weekend, the last
weekend of the month when everyone
will come forward to bring both their
offering and their Commitment Form,
indicating their level of sharing their
Tim, Talent, and Treasure, for the
coming pastoral year.

The Feast of St. Ignatius of Antioch
Each year, we celebrate the feast of our
patron, St. Ignatius of Antioch on the
weekend nearest his feast day and in
conjunction with our parish festival.
This year the celebration falls on the
weekend of October 20th and 21st. On
Saturday, the 20th, our Gala Dinner will
take place, beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the
Pittsburg Yacht Club in Pittsburg and
then on Sunday, the 21st, we celebrate
his feast day followed by the parish
festival. Please remember to wear RED
for the liturgies that weekend to add to
the atmosphere of celebration. We wear
RED because Ignatius of Antioch was
martyred and the color RED symbolizes
his blood that was shed for Christ and
the Gospel.

Thank you to those who attended our
Oktoberfest last Saturday evening. The
parish hall became our own German Bier
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Garden! Parishioners and guests
enjoyed the traditional Oktoberfest meal
of Brats, Sauerkraut, German Potato
Salad, German Green Beans and Apple
Strudel for dessert. It was a delicious
meal and the German beer and wine
made it complete!
Thank you to those brave Oktoberfest
Game contestants, young and old, who
competed and gave us lots of laughs!
There were lucky winners in the 50/50
raffle, the raffle baskets and door prizes.
A special thank you all of those who
made this evening possible: Brian and
Vicki McCoy, Chip and Jane Sharpe,
Bob and Marla Plurkowski, Will
Avitabile, Catherine Vidaurri, Paul
Schmidt, Emily and Marc Douville,
Clem Bushman, Bobbie Woodland,
Rachelle Martin, Rich Confetti, Steve
Rojek, Sue Batterton, Reggia
Desmond, Pat Mattern, Al Cosce,
Mary Ewing, Maryann Peddicord,
Lesley Eubanks, Pat Dunleavy, and
Lorraine Lohmeier.
The proceeds from the Oktoberfest
Kickoff Dinner will be added to the
Festival and Gala proceeds which will be
used for church.

…to those who clean and maintain the
bathrooms in both the church and parish
hall throughout the week: Steve Rojek,
Mary Ewing, Patricia Britton, Harlan
Young, and Father Robert.
…to Dilcia Aparacio who does such an
excellent job of washing, ironing, and
caring for the Sacred Linens.
…to our Sacristans and Altar Guild who
prepare the sanctuary for the celebration
of Eucharist each week:
Peter Degl’Innocenti, Pam and Rich
Confetti, Vincent Rodriguez, Harlan
Young, Monika Kauer, Cynthia
Enrique, Nancy Santos and Rose
Salamanca.
…to our counting teams who are here
every week to count the weekly
collections.
…to our volunteers who assisted in the
parish office last week:
Jeannine Ford, Melodye Costanza,
Beth Enea, Kathy Augusta, Harlan
Young, Joe Fanfa and Bev Iacona.
…to our St. Vincent de Paul and Mobile
Mall volunteers who transported last
week’s donations: Frank Zamora and
Barbara Jackson.
…to our faithful weekly bulletin
assembly team: Dave Costanza (Lead),
Vangie Parrilla, Kathy Augusta, Beth
Enea, and Sherry Webb.
…to our wonderful Parking Lot
Security who keep watch over our
vehicles during the weekend liturgies:
Don Benson, Steve Rojek and Dave
Simpson.

…to those who arrive early each
Saturday morning to clean the church
and parish hall for the weekend: Angela
Bueno, Rose Salamanca, Heather
Hatteroth, Mency Osborne, Jean
Rogers, Alfred Madoshi, and Al
Cosce.
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